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L.B.J. Unraveled 

:yiSS Psychohistory is the attempt to fuse 
the insights of psychology and psycho- 

B analysis with those of history, and the 
big league of the burgeoning academic 
movement is the annual Wellfleet sem- 
. inar on Cape Cod. At this year’s closed 
«A.' : meeting, such luminaries as Kenneth 
.-v , Keniston and Robert Jav Lifton were 
g| there. So was Erik Erikson ( Young Man 
Luther, Gandhi's Truth), the founding 
spirit of the movement and the group. 
,,;ij® u t the center of attention this year was 
Doris Kearns, probably the first aspir- 
psychohistorian to be prodded into 

i |I print by her subject. 

% Kearns, 3 1 , an associate professor of 
government at Harvard, is a former 
$0 protegee of Lyndon Johnson. Unlike 
1 some psychohistorians who have roused 
skepticism with their long-distance 
tei analyses, she knew her subject at first- 
||| hand, and well. Her Wellfleet report on 
HI her book in progress on L.B.J., hailed 
||| as brilliant by several in attendance, 
|I grew out of the extraordinary role she 
||| played in Johnson’s last years. 

11 u YoU Harvards - When Kearns met 
If the the n President in 1967, she was a 
"’"'''I Promising young academic, a White 
S House Fellow, and an antiwar activist 


up thinking the whole world should ac- 
commodate itself to him.” But when 
Lyndon was 15, according to Kearns, 
Rebekah Johnson turned off the affec- 
tion, often ignoring her son for weeks, 
and indicated that love would have to 
be bought through achievement. Kearns 
argues that L.B.J. ’s often obsessive con- 
tempt for books, ideas, liberals and gen- 
tility all bore the heavy mark of his am- 
bivalent feeling about his mother. 

Kearns says Johnson’s decision to 
enter politics was a conscious attempt 
to reconcile the demands of both par- 
ents: he could be a doer for his father 
and “talk big ideas” for his mother. Pol- 


the carcass at his father’s feet, then went 
to the bathroom and threw up. Later, 
Kearns points out, L.B.J. would merci- 
lessly badger such visitors to the ranch 
as John Kennedy and Hubert Hum- 
phrey to go out hunting. 

According to Kearns, L.B.J. ’s obses- 
sion with Bobby Kennedy was even 
deeper than popularly believed. Johnson 
told her he feared that if he cut his loss- 
es in Viet Nam, Kennedy would out- 
flank him on the right, arguing that 
Johnson had abandoned President Ken- 
nedy’s commitment to South Viet Nam. 
Kearns suggests that Johnson may have 
had a special horror of Bobby as a man 
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